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DEANMessage from the

s part of a university-wide 
effort, K-State President 

Kirk Schulz declared 
earlier this year that “Kansas State 
University will be recognized nation-
ally as a top-50 public research 
university.” Also known as Vision 
2025, achieving this foundational 
goal is critically important to the 
continuing success of K-State gradu-
ates seeking employment or entrance 
to graduate school, our Ph.D. stu-
dents seeking research opportunities, 
and our faculty who consistently 
compete for grant funding and 
research dollars.
 It is our good fortune that in 2008 
our college had established its own 
vision statement, which just happens 
to align extremely well with Vision 
2025: “The Kansas State University 
College of Engineering will be a 
highly ranked college providing quality 
education within a research environment 
that develops engineering leaders to ben-
efit society.”
 I certainly credit our department heads 
and task force committee for having the 
prescience to understand that being a 
highly ranked research institution is in no 
way mutually exclusive from being a great 
university overall.
 As Kansas State and the College of 
Engineering become more research 
focused, all of our university undergradu-
ate programs will be further energized 
and thrive, creating an environment of 
constant renewal and sustainability. As our 
engineering undergraduate students are 
more purposefully exposed to and engaged 
in the research elements of our faculty and 
graduate students, they will find them-
selves seated at the edge of the technology 
arena, soon to understand even more fully 
that the field of engineering is dynamic 
and not static.

A

 Because we shape ourselves by decisions 
that in turn shape our environment—a 
paraphrase from French environmental-
ist Rene Dubos, reaching this level of 
sustainable development is a challenging 
concept. Yet it is clear from these pages of 
Impact that our progress is already strong. 
Accompanied by the visionary leadership 
of our alumni advisory board, you will 
read of our students and teams competing 
and ranking nationally, and our faculty 
garnering prestigious research grants while 
earning top awards and recognition.
 Through a combined commitment and 
determined action, I believe K-State and 
our college are well on their way to achiev-
ing these goals and seeing their visions 
accomplished by 2025 and beyond.

John R. English
Dean of the College of Engineering

On display at 
Arrowhead 

On the cover n  n  n 

Willie the Wildcat takes the wheel of 
the Formula SAE car, designed and 
built by students in the College of 
Engineering and on display Sept. 18 
at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City.  
 
Kansas State colleges hosted hospitality 
tents prior to the K-State vs. Iowa State 
football game, handing out materials, 
displaying student projects, and visiting 
with fans and alumni. 

Below, team members answer questions 
about the Formula car, as other fans 
stop by the engineering tent. 

The Wildcats capped off the “Paint KC 
Purple” event with a 27–20 victory over 
the Cyclones.
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 The following 22 members of the College of Engineer-
ing faculty hold the status of “Fellow” within their 
respective professional societies and associations. The 
designation of Fellow is commonly granted for continu-
ing distinguished service, encompassing as well, an 
individual’s significant and valuable contributions to the 
goals and scholarly endeavors of the organization.

n  John R. English, dean and IMSE professor, IIE Fellow, 
2003

n  Dick Hayter, assoc. dean emeritus, ASHRAE Fellow, 
1990

n Donald E. Rathbone, dean emeritus, IEEE Fellow, 1997 

n  Tom Roberts, asst. dean of recruitment and leadership 
development, ASEE Fellow, 2010; NSPE Fellow, 2010 

n John W. Slocombe, BAE professor, NACTA Fellow, 1990 

n Mustaque Hossain, CE professor, FASCE Fellow, 2009

n Hani Melhem, CE professor, FASCE Fellow, 2009

n  Hayder Rasheed, CE assoc. professor, FASCE Fellow, 
2010

n  Robert W. Stokes, CE professor, FASCE Fellow, 2008; 
FITE Fellow, 2008 

n Larry E. Erickson, CHE professor, AIChE Fellow, 2001

n  Kirk Schulz, K-State President and CHE professor, ASEE 
Fellow, 2008; AAAS Fellow, 2007

n  Walter P. Walawender, CHE professor, AIChE Fellow, 
2002

n  Elizabeth Unger, CIS professor emeritus, CSAB Fellow, 
2010

n  Ruth A. Dyer, senior vice provost and ECE professor, 
AWIS Fellow, 2006; IEEE Fellow, 2008

n Stephen A. Dyer, ECE professor, IEEE Fellow, 1997

n  Michael S.P. Lucas, ECE professor emeritus, IEEE Fellow, 
1993

n  Ruth Douglas Miller, ECE assoc. professor, ASA Fellow, 
2000 

n Anil Pahwa, ECE professor, IEEE Fellow, 2003

n David L. Soldan, ECE professor, IEEE Fellow, 2001

n ZJ Pei, IMSE professor, ASME Fellow, 2010

n  Mohammad H. Hosni, MNE professor, ASME Fellow, 
2001; ASHRAE Fellow, 2005

n J. Kenneth Shultis, MNE professor, ANS Fellow, 2004

Not in attendance 

Second row, left to right 
Back row, left to right 

Front row, left to right

James L. Tadtman, CE ‘67
President, 

Wildcat Construction Co., Inc.

Casey S. Halsey, CNS ‘79
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Legal Officer, JE Dunn Construction 

Group, Inc.

Randy D. Pope, EE ‘77
Associate Vice President, Burns & 
McDonnell Engineering Co., Inc.

Lewis Von Thaer, EE ‘83
President and Corporate Vice President, 

General Dynamics Advanced 
Information Systems

Donna D. Kottwitz, CHE ‘75
Manager, Reservoir Management, 

Eni Petroleum Co., Inc.

James M. Johnson, CNS ‘84
President and CEO, 

GE Johnson Construction Co.

Carl R. Ice, IE ‘79
President and Chief Operating Officer, 

BNSF Railway Co.

Mark Hutton, CNS ‘77
President, 

Hutton Construction Corp.

Dana Mathes, CHE ‘79
Vice President of Operations,

Dow AgroSciences

Michelle C. Munson, EE ‘96
President, Aspera, Inc.

Steven M. Theede, ME ‘74
Chief Executive Officer-retired, 

Yukos Oil Co.

Wayne A. Harms, CHE ‘76
Vice President, 

ExxonMobil Upstream Ventures (East) 
Limited

Ray Dempsey, Jr., IE ‘90
Vice President of Strategy, BP

John English
Dean, College of Engineering

Cathy S. Ritter, CE ‘75
President, 

Constellation Design Group, Inc.

Brenton L. Heidebrecht, NE ‘79
Principal, Financo, Inc.

Scott D. Love, CHE ‘80
Fellow, Heavy Oil Research and 

Development and SS, ConocoPhillips

Kevin J. Schoen, ECE ‘85
Vice President, Logistics and Customer 

Supply Chain, General Mills, Inc.

Richard M. Kerschen, CE ‘64
President and Chairman of the Board, 

The Law Company, Inc.

Thomas C. Paulson, CE ‘73
Vice President-retired, 

Canadian Capital Projects, 
ConocoPhillips Canada

Mark A. Keenan, CNS ‘74
Co-Founder and Chairman of the Board, 

KHS&S Contractors, Inc.

Steve P. Kirchhoff, ME ‘79
Vice President-Americas, 

ExxonMobil Gas and Power Marketing

Mike Valentine, IE ‘90
Chief Operating Officer,

 Cerner Corp.

Randall R. Coonrod, CE ’74
President, Coonrod & Associates 

Construction Co., Inc.

Randall D. Groves, EE ‘78
Chief Technology Officer, 

Teradici, Inc.

Raj Nathan
Chief Marketing Officer and Executive 
Vice President, Worldwide Marketing 
and Business Solutions Operations, 

Sybase, Inc.

Engineering Advisory Council–Sept. 24, 2010

Above, left to right: Jim Johnson, 2011 advisory council 
chair; John English, dean of engneering; Carl Ice, outgoing 
advisory council chair

Faculty rise to 
‘Fellow’ status

 “There is enormous satisfaction in 
being a part of seeing the college 
fulfill its promise of becoming one 
of the nation’s premier engineering 
institutions. I’m proud that K-State 
continues to provide the same 
outstanding educational opportunity 
today that I enjoyed as a student.”
 
 —Carl Ice, outgoing 2010 College of 

Engineering Advisory Council Chair

 “I serve in this capacity because it 
is a small way of thanking the college
for the education and benefits I 
received. We all are the beneficiary of 
others who invested time and money 
in the College of Engineering. The 
strengths we must not overlook or 
ever fail to capitalize on are the 
quality of our students and faculty. 
 
 —Jim Johnson, 2011 College of 
 Engineering Advisory Council Chair
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continued on
 page 13

 Wayne Harms, CHE ’76, and Steve Kirchhoff, ME ’79—each 
with a 30-plus-year career and a vice president title at ExxonMo-
bil, the world’s largest publicly traded international oil and gas 
company— a story of two K-Staters who’ve taken their engineer-
ing education and Midwest values to the global arena in energy 
production . . . 

The beginning—choosing K-State
 Wayne Harms, a native of Newton, said he knew what he 
wanted to study in college, but where to do it was the unan-
swered question.
 “I visited the major universities in Kansas—Wichita State, 
KU, KSU—and in the end, my most influential friends went to 
KSU. I had always enjoyed math and science in high school,” he 
said. “There really was no ques-
tion about engineering …
just which kind. And even 
though I thought it was 
the most difficult, I chose 
chemical engineering 
due to the faculty and 
scholarship opportuni-
ties.”
 Steve Kirchhoff took 
a bit more circuitous 
route to his engineer-
ing destination.

 “Growing up in farm country in Kansas,” he said, “I spent 
most of my youth convinced I wanted to be in veterinary medi-
cine. KSU was THE school for vet medicine, so I was strongly 
pointed that way. But in my freshman year of high school, I at-
tended an Engineering Open House and was amazed at the kinds 
of things engineers did. From that point forward, I realigned 
myself to be an engineer. Mechanical engineering seemed to me 
to have the most exciting exhibits that year, and the job oppor-
tunities seemed a lot broader at that time too, so I signed up and 
never looked back.”

ExxonMobil—launching global careers
 “I interviewed with many companies on campus as graduation 
neared,” Harms said, “but I ended up choosing ExxonMobil’s 
upstream business due to the challenging job opportunities and 
the initial location—New Orleans! They really turned me into a 
petroleum engineer, which is pretty close to being a chemical en-
gineer. The key was to learn how to solve unstructured problems, 
apply judgment to the business and communicate well.”  
 Over the years, Harms had offers to go to other companies 
but always chose to stay with his dynamic career at ExxonMobil, 
often changing jobs within the company about every three years.  
 “Of course that involved relocating several times across the 
U.S. and the world. I was fortunate my family was flexible and 
eager enough to come along to every location,” he said. “It made 

us grow closer and cherish our time together. And that extends 
even today when my kids are spread out around the world in Los 
Angeles, Washington, D.C., and La Paz, Bolivia. We all found 
out how much you grow when you live in different cultures and 
have different experiences.” 
 Among those foreign assignments was a stint in Hong Kong, 
where in 1997 Harms became executive director of ExxonMobil 
Energy Limited. While there, he served as a member of the Asia 
Society and on the Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce Environ-
ment Committee.
 Harms moved to Doha, Qatar, in 2000 to become president 
and general manager, ExxonMobil Qatar Inc. In this capacity, 
he served as director of several companies including Qatargas, 
RasGas, Al Khaleej Gas Development and ExxonMobil Research 
Qatar Ltd.; was vice chairman of the Qatar International Cham-
ber of Commerce; and was a member of the American School 
Board of Trustees in Doha, Qatar.
 In 2006, he returned his family to the United States and as-
sumed the role as vice president, ExxonMobil Gas and Power 
Marketing Company, Houston, Texas, before taking on his cur-
rent position of vice president, ExxonMobil Upstream, Ventures 
(East) Limited.
 “Today, I have global responsibilities and travel quite a bit,” 
he said. “I recently finished one trip that took me to Moscow, 
Doha, Singapore, Tokyo, Beijing, Delhi and back to Moscow.

 “For an integrated energy company, growth is key to its future. 
My current position is to add to our oil and gas reserves by con-
cluding commercial deals with other governments or companies, 
or to acquire whole companies if needed. I meet many leaders in 
the industry and have to understand the whole upstream busi-
ness as well as ‘sell’ the ideas to our most senior management.”
 Kirchhoff first connected with ExxonMobil through a summer 
internship.
 “I was still a year away from graduating and not yet interview-
ing for positions when I got a call from the Exxon recruiter visit-
ing campus from the oil and gas production office in Andrews, 
Texas,” he said. “He convinced me to come in and talk with him 
about a summer job, which I ultimately accepted, spending three 
months on a project involving a mix of office and field work, in-
cluding interaction with both the technical and operating teams. 

I was amazed at the skill, dedication 
and teamwork that I saw that 

summer, and frankly, I was 
somewhat blown away 
by the size and scale of 
the oil business.  
 “I did go back 
to school with a 
long list of interest-
ing companies to 

Engineering education sparks global career paths

Steve Kirchhoff, ME ‘79Wayne Harms, CHE ‘76
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Robert* and Mildred Lee
Don and Anne* Lenhert
Ken and Lin Lewis
TW and Tzi Lin
Sam and Martha Logan
Harold and Olympia* Lonsinger
Pau and Janet Lu
Mike and Cindy Manley
Louie Marshall*
Ken and Kay* Martin
Sandi Mauch-Bieber*
Dean and Lavon Morton
Laree Mugler
Elmer and Vivian Munger*
Phillip* and Jean Myers
Edwin and Peggy Newman*
Marjorie Norton
Carl and Janet Nuzman
Dale and Marceline Olson
Gerald and Arlene Oppliger
Clair and Sara* Palmer
LeRoy and Aileen Paslay*
Perry and Virginia Peine
Charley and Lyudmila Ponton
Van and Sharon Pooler
Walter Poos*
Keith Pugh
Jack* and Joan Ransom
Don and Lynne Rathbone
Al and Fern Rector
Ray* and Virginia Richardson
Stan and Donna Rieb
June and Ellen Roberts*
Warren Rosebraugh
Dennis and Merlene Ruckert
Henry and Florence Ruff*
Jim and Linda Schroeder
Gil* and Debbie Selsor
Rhea and Pat Serpan
Joe and Laura Shepek*
Hal and Mary Siegele
Dean and Sharon Skaer
Doug and Cindy Smith
Lloyd* and Sarah Smith
Allen Smoll
Bob and Lila Snell
Virgil and Jane Snell
Howard and Irma Spainhour*
Doris Spray
John and Martha Stack
Warren and Mary Lynn Staley
Keith Steyer
Sheldon and Fern Storer*
Charles* and Karen Stryker
Ken and Marguerite Stuckey
Bob and Ann Syler
Alan and Sharon Sylvester
Jim and Marty Tadtman
Tim and Sharon Taylor
Steve and Kay Theede
Del and Sharon Thielman
Frank and Barb Tillman
Charles Tillotson
Bob and Betty Tointon
Charles and Ruth Turnipseed*
William Ulrich*
William and Mary Urban
Ed and Eunice Wambsganss
Vern and Loma Wegerer
Richard Weidler
Frank Westerman*
Chuck Wilson
Wayne Wittenberger*
Kent Wray

Ray and Barb Adee
Terrie and Arnold Allemang
Dale and Betty Allen
Jim and Betty Allen
John Atherton
Gerald and Barbara Auerbach*
Stan* and Enid Barnett
Tom and Marilyn* Barrett
John* and Vonnie Bateman
Alan and Karen Bell
Walt and Alice* Bellairs
Minnie Berges*
Bill and Phyllis Binford
Nadalie Bosse and Larry Nettles
Thomas and Una Bowman
Marlin Breer and Joan Russell
Gray Breidenthal*
Frank and Elizabeth Burke
Chuck and Linda Burton
Charley Carter*
Gene Carter and Rita Rodriguez
Donald* and Ilavere Chesnut
Richard Clarke*
Wright and Jaclyn Cochran
Gib and Brenda Compton
Carl* and Ruth Coonrod
Randy and Jacquie Coonrod
Dick and Mary Elizabeth Corbin
Roger and Nancy Coulter
Tara and Terry Cupps
Stuart and Janie Curtis
Dean Dillon*
Dixon and Carol Doll
Rich and Marilee Donaldson
Joe and Sherry Downey
Loring and Kathryn DuBois
Terrence and Peggy Dunn
Gary and Peggy Edwards
Larry* and Holly Engelken
Larry and Laurel Erickson
Ike and Letty Evans
George and Alice Fiedler*
Max Foote*
Charles Frankenhoff*
Jim and Lisa Garrison
Gordon and Joyce Goering
Charlotte Gollobin
James and Patricia Guthrie
Rosamond Haeberle*
Bill Hauber
Lucile Hawks
Chris and Kimberly Hess
Ken and Mary Hewson
Bill* and Virgina Honstead
Darrell and Nancy Hosler
Mark and Margaret Hulings
Sallie* and Cleve Humbert
Helen and James Hurley
Mark and Mary Hutton
Ching-Lai and Meilang Hwang*
Carl and Mary Ice
Gil Johnson*
Jim and Laura Johnson
Bruce and Jeane Johnson
Gary and Helen Johnston
Min-Hwan and Yu-Fan Kao
Faye Kaul
Dean and Nancy Kays
Rich and Hannah Kerschen
Bill and Mila Kimel*
Sam and Mary Knecht
Donna Kottwitz and Mark Larson
Robert and Avis Kountz*
Linda Lee and Larry Moffitt

Scott and Dorine Aberle
Bryan and Celia Anderson
Mary Lou Anderson
Norman and Malinda Anderson
Randall and Barbara Angell
Steve and Pam Archer
John Atherton
David and Marilyn Ayers
Chance and Donna Bahadur
Janice Bailey
Jack and Alberta Bailie
Bill and Beth Barrett
Larry Beil and Hedy Devero-Beil
Ben and Kathy Bellinder
Don Bender
Donald and Muriel Bentsen
Marla and Wayne Benyshek
Mark and Terrie Boguski
Jeffrey and Trixie Bone
Ronald Boyd
Les and Kim Brack
Kim and Conee Brown
Mark and Brenda Brown
Ron and Patty Brown
Daniel and Judi Burk
Donald Butel
Kent and Kathy Casey
Te-Yu and Shu-Chen Chen
Gary and Barbara Clark
Stephen Cmiel
Lawrence and Terry Coil
Lee and Sherrye Cook
Scott and Betsy Coons
Craig Cowley and Lyn Huffaker
Neil Craig and Barbara Chance
Bob and Sheri Curry

Nancy and Michael Czinege
Diane Dalton
Richard DeFries
John and Bonnie Devore
Christopher and Deana DeWaal
Pete and Marcy Dimond
Lionel and Debra D’Luna
Tansukhlal and Savitri Dorawala
Robert and Rita Dorgan
Jeff Dougan
Roger and Beverly Douthett
John Downey and Shannan Seely
Loring and Kathryn DuBois
Vernon and Jean Duncan
Larry and Jean Emig
Keith Fager and BJ Schulenburg
Scott and Maryann Fanty
Philip Frazier
Dave and Kay Fritchen
Jay and Tiffany Gaines
Jason and Tara Gallagher
Sanjay and Renu Gattani
Darin George
Jerry and Janice Gfeller
Larry and Kathleen Gfeller
Paul and Joyce Giovagnoli
Ann and Eric Goering
Calvin and Joy Gooden
Robert and Kathleen Goodwin
Jeffrey and Justyna Grant
Duane Gregg
Don and Barbara Gruenbacher
Nolan and Suzanna Hake
James and Terri Hall
Richard and Imogene Hanson
Kip and Shari Hanzlicek
Janell and Todd Harman
Patsy and Mike Havenstein
Dick and Barbara Hayter
Clay and Ruth Heady
James and Mary Heise
Steven and Karen Henness
Linda and Tracy Hester
Dean Hiebert and Susan Allison-Hiebert
Lewis Ho
David and Janet Holsinger
David Holsteen
Tomi Hubert
David and Barbara Janssen
Jeff and Jeanne Jelinek
Don and Donna Jermain
Byron and Melanie Jones
Clay and Lynette Kay Jones
Jane and Nelson Jordan
Philip Kastle
Michael and Janet Keegan
Jim and Mary Kent
Greg and Lori Kern
Alan and Karen Kessler
Mike and Amber Kirk
Craig and Deborah Koehn
Jim and Susan Koelliker
Eric and Ailie Kofoid
Scott and Staci Kring
Bart Lambert
Donna Lee
Jeffrey and Janet Lenherr
Tim and Christine Lenz
Robert Liebert
Thomas and Loraine Lindley
Brian and Janda Linin
Thomas and Nancy Logan
Lewis and Marjorie Martin
Harvey McCarter and Marilyn Barnes
Warren McElroy
Michael and Eva McGee
Chuck and Sharon Medvitz
Jamie Meeks and Betsy Sloan-Meeks
Robert and Betty Meyer
Clint and Amy Meyersick
David and Mary Ann Miller
Gerald Miller
Robert and Barbara Moyer

Shawn Mulvaney
Hal and Judy Munger
Kyle and Sharon Murdock
Joe and Donna Murphy
Casey and Cheryl Mussatto
Dick and Mary Jo Myers
Dave Nall
Thomas Nesmith and Pam Scanlon
Kent and Trina Nettleingham
Katherine Nevins
Randy and Julie Newcomer
Rod Noble
Chris and Edward Null
Paul and Mary Oberlin
Tracy Olivier
Price Oman
Ross and Lise Ostenberg
Larry and Mary Owen
Raymond Owen
Robert and Kim Owens
Casey Patton
Jim Pearson and Linda Pickle
Ken and Carol Pecis
Darin and Erica Penner
Max and Judith Peterson
Heather and Jason Phillips
Leroy and Mary Joyce Pickett
Allen and Diane Randall
Rick and Kiran Ranhotra
Kay Rasmussen
Doug and Becky Reid
Kirk and Kimberly Reid
Roger and Brenda Reynolds
Robert and Phyllis Ritter
Tom and Karen Roberts
Don and Martha Ross
Christi and David Rudiger
Larry and Connie Satzler
Ann and Donald Schaechtel
Lee and Margaret Scheufler
Linus and Susan Schmitz
Christopher Schott
Larry and Barbara Schulte
Donald and Phyllis Schultz
James and Barbara Shaneyfelt
Dennis and Vicki Shanks
Krishna and Usha Shekar
Charles and Connie Sheppard
Richard and Marian Shimer
William and Karen Shump
Laurence Slief
Larry and Debbie Slupianek
Rob and Colleen Snell
Mitchell and Molly Snyder
Benjamin and Shanna Sommers
Paul Spainhour
Clyde and Evonne Sprague
John Stanfield and Christine Lann
Jan and Tom Stegmann
Christine Steichen
Curtis and Jill Stewart
David and Julie Stewart
Timothy Suellentrop
Norman and Donna Tetlow
Bill and Jessie Thomas
Madhu and Madhuri Thota
David and Suzanne Todd
Donald and Nancy Tonn
Deaun Trayer
Gary and Carol Turner
Jeff and Lisa Vander Laan
Reuben and Helen Vanderwilt
Christian and Jenee Velasquez
Walter and Paula Walawender
Richard Weidler
Warren and Jean White
Patrick and Carolyn Wilburn
Laura and David Winks
James and Martha Winzeler
Robert and Sheryl Wiruth
Kent Wray and Mary Sheffield Wray
Naiqian and Yabao Zhang

Dale and Betty Allen
Christopher Althoff
John and Ethelyn Baker
Martin Barker
Sue Barsamian and Bill Romans
Norm and Jennifer Bennett
Jim Blakely
Lyn and Jerri Boyer
Marlin Breer and Joan Russell
Chuck and Linda Burton
Kent Buster and Gitta Banks
Tom and Denise Carlisle
Charles and Nancy Cole
Gib and Brenda Compton
Warren Corbet
Roger and Nancy Coulter
Jim and Patty Dancer
Matthew and Lynn Dassow
Raymond and Nancy DeLong
Gary and Rebecca Dick
Charles and Joan Dorgan
Les Doty
Bob DuBois
James and Candace Duncan
Matt Durst
Edwin and Casee Eisele
John and Elizabeth English
Blaine and Carolyn Englund
Patrick and Rita Ervin
Dave and Ellie Everitt
Helen Fairbanks
Jane and Gilbert Ferguson
Ron Fowles
Lynn and Sally Frick
Jerry and Donna Friesen
Jim and Lisa Garrison
Jim and Nancy Gieber
Preston and Norma Goodwin
Marvin Hachmeister and Marjory          
 Mortvedt
Allan and Carolyn Harms
Joseph and Mildred Harner
John and Colleen Harrison
Tadhi and Douglas Hayes
James Hengelfelt
Ray and Marlene Hightower
Jim and Jada Hill
Joe and Pamela Hodges
Mark and Beth Hodges
James and Mary Holub
Kevin and Dianne Honomichl
Carl and Terri Hopkins
Rodney and Kay Horn
Darrell and Nancy Hosler
Ed and Ming Hsu
Kay Hummels
Diane Johnson Adamec and Thomas  
 Adamec
Bill and Wyoma Johnson
Gary and Helen Johnston
Kenneth and Marilyn Johnston
Richard Kelderhouse
David and Jane Kelling
Warren and Gisela Kennedy
William and Rebecca Kennedy
Mary Lee Kind
Doug and Jodi Kirkland
Greg and Nicole Korte
Larry Kraus
Dave and Hope Krug
Charles and Linda Kuhn
Mike and Vera Lackey
Scott and Laura Lauridsen
Don Lenhert
Jeffrey and Joy Lessman
Jane Ley
Joe and Vicki Losito
Kit and Stephanie Mailen
Jerry and Lori Marr
Larry Martin
Dana and Liz Mathes
Mark and Yvonna McAfee
Mick and Nancy McAuliffe
Jeanette McMahon

Ray Meisenheimer
Tom and Joan Mistler
William and Lee Monroe
Jean Myers
Audrey and Hartley Newkirk
Otto and Ruth Oberhelman
Jeanette and Bert Otto
Gur and Tej Ranhotra
Jimmy Rash
Don and Lynne Rathbone
Tim and Holly Roberts
Dennis Rogalsky
Mike Rogers
Haven and Barbara Rolander
Dennis and Andrea Rottinghaus
Donald Rottinghaus
Grover Rundell
Mark and Sara Schonhoff
Glenard and Linda Schuman
Daren and Daniela Shumate
Bob and Peggy Smith
Virgil and Jane Snell
David and Dorothy Soldan
Al and Mary Stecklein
Austin and Joan Stedham
Steve and Diana Steps
Fred and Lois Stoller
Larry and Martha Stover
Matt and Dorothy Strahm
Kenneth and Coleta Suiter
Bill and Betty Swenson
Alan and Sharon Sylvester
Jeffery and Cynthia Thetge
Del and Sharon Thielman
Joe and Inge Tiao
Dale and Marilyn Turnbull
Tony and Denise Veith
Virg and Jessie Wallentine
Vern and Loma Wegerer
Brian and Cheryl Wichman
Chuck Wilson
John and Mary Wilson
Don Wiruth and Treva Fairbanks Wiruth
Rachit Yadav
Bob and Pat Zrubek

Jerry and Barbara Boettcher
Bob and Mary Kay Camarena
Martin and Melodee Eby
Bill and Tina Goodman
Randy and Deborah Groves
Reggie Hanna
Brent and Bonnie Heidebrecht
Rex and Becky Hillman
Art and Georganne Hiser
Phil and Jeannie Hollis
Hud and Jill Huddleston
Cleve Humbert
Bob Johnson
Dean and Nancy Kays
Lief and Paula Koepsel
Todd and Julie Korte
Brad and Joyce Kramer
Y J and Jochun Lai
Aaron and Renee Laird
Mary Lipper
Steve and Donna McKinnis
Ed and Jeanne Mulcahy
Edmond and Janice Murray
Jon and Glenda Nelson
Randy and Nancy Pope
Anita Ranhotra
Donald Schmidt
Kevin and Polly Schoen
Robert Sextro
Bob and Lila Snell
Bill and Susan Stannard
Charles and Arlene Steichen
Larry and Eleanor Strecker
Travis and Annie Stryker
John and Debbie Swinney
Peggy Taylor
Bob and Bernita Thorn
Lin-Hua Wang
Edward and Mary Wiegers
Chih-Hang Wu

Steve and Deloris Berland
Dave and Virginia Braun
Wanda Culbertson*
David and Lynda Dawson
Rich and Marilee Donaldson
Dave and Tammy Douglass
Holly Engelken
La Verne Englert
Larry and Laurel Erickson

Walt Bellairs
Mardi and Walt Belter
Gene Carter and Rita Rodriguez
Merle and Helen Converse
Randy and Jacquie Coonrod
Ruth Coonrod
Tara and Terry Cupps
Dixon and Carol Doll
Joe and Sherry Downey
Terrence and Peggy Dunn
Charles and Jean Eby
Gary and Peggy Edwards
Ike and Letty Evans
L T and Eva Fan
Rich and Linda Gallagher
Chuck and Susie Grier
Wayne and Barbara Harms
Mark and Mary Hutton
Jim and Laura Johnson
Patrick and Rhonda Johnston
Min-Hwan and Yu-Fan Kao
Iris Karl
Faye Kaul
Donna Kottwitz and Mark Larson
Shane and Sarah Lanning
Ken and Lin Lewis
Sam and Martha Logan
Scott and Karen Love
Dean and Lavon Morton
Laree Mugler
Michelle Munson
Jane Neff
Rich and Debbie Pennick
Van and Sharon Pooler
Cathy and Tom Ritter
Jim and Linda Schroeder
Larry Schroeder
Rhea and Pat Serpan
Howard and Patricia Sherwood
Dean and Sharon Skaer
John and Bernice Slaughter
Ed and Virginia Smith
Warren and Mary Lynn Staley
Karen Stryker
Jim and Marty Tadtman
Tim and Sharon Taylor
Steve and Kay Theede
Ed and Eunice Wambsganss
Herb and Mary Sue Whitney
Kerry and Donna Williams

Colleague–$500+

Leadership Circle–$1,000+

Partner–$2,500+

Executive–$5,000+

Director–$10,000+

               Seaton Society members are recognized annually for 
their gifts of $500 or more to the College of Engineering. The 
following contributed between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010:

Founder

The Seaton Society awards lifetime membership to its founders, those who have 
made a commitment in excess of $100,000 to engineering education excellence.
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Judith Fan and Robert Reay
Daniel and Monica Foltz
Don Gemaehlich
Gordon and Joyce Goering
Mike and Karen Hafling
Lucile Hawks
Duane Henderson
Carl and Mary Ice
Neal and Susan Johnson
Rich and Hannah Kerschen
Drake and Eileen Knapp
Marsha Meili
Tom and Connie Paulson
Don and June Prigmore
Vicki Scharnhorst
Randy Sedlacek and Mary Ventura
Ernie and Susan Straub
Randall and Brenda Sylvester
Spencer and Susan Tholstrup
Jennifer Tuvell
Mike and Lynn Wiegers

Every effort has been made to produce a comprehensive listing of donors for the calendar year July 1, 2009, through June 30, 2010. We apologize for any incorrect list-
ings, misspellings or omissions, and extend our sincere thanks for your support. Questions about the donor list should be directed to Kelly Sartorius, Senior Director of 
Development, College of Engineering, Kansas State University Foundation, 1058 Rathbone Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506; 785-532-7500 or 800-432-1578.      * = deceased
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 Three Kansas State University electrical and computer engineer-
ing professors will use a National Science Foundation grant for a 
project to help military veterans enter the work force at an acceler-
ated pace.
 Professors David Soldan, Don Gruenbacher and Noel Schulz 
will use the $146,000 grant for “From Defense to Degree: Accel-
erating Engineering Degree Opportunities for Military Veterans.” 
The project offers veterans accelerated undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs in electrical engineering, helping them obtain jobs 
more quickly, especially in energy systems.
 The professors developed the idea in conjunction with the Post 
9-11 GI Bill, which provides recent military veterans with up to 
36 months of educational benefits, including financial support 
and housing allowances.
 K-State’s close relationship with Fort Riley and other military 
institutions, as well as its long-standing reputation as a military-
inclusive university, make it an ideal place to develop such a 
program, Soldan said.

 “These military veterans are unbelievably motivated and capable 
and possess relevant operation experience, making them a great 
fit for advanced education and occupational opportunity in this 
technical field,” said Soldan, the project’s principal investigator. 
“I think the ability to transition them from military service into 
the global work force in an efficient way is not only possible—it is 
something that we have a responsibility to do.”
 Soldan personally understands the benefits of the GI Bill—he 
served in the U.S. Air Force from 1971–1975, and the bill helped 
him earn his master’s and doctoral degrees in electrical engineering 
at K-State.
 The military project focuses on two areas: to help military vet-
erans earn undergraduate degrees and to help those veterans with 
bachelor’s degrees in related fields earn master’s degrees. Veterans 
will be able to earn the degrees on an accelerated basis, depend-
ing on their technical work in the military. The project focuses on 
electrical engineering, and within that, energy systems, because 

Defense to Degree program 

continued on back cover

Bob and Lila Snell Distinguished 
Career Award for Excellence in 

Undergraduate Teaching 
James F. Goddard 
ARE/CNS professor

Myers-Alford Memorial 
Teaching Award 

Sunanda Dissanayake 
CE assoc. professor

James L. Hollis Memorial 
Award for Excellence 

in Undergraduate Teaching 
Hayder A. Rasheed

CE assoc. professor

Clair A. Mauch Steel Ring 
Adviser of the Year 
Julie A. Thornton 

CIS instructor

Commerce Bank Undergraduate 
Outstanding Teaching Award 

James E. DeVault 
ECE professor

Larry E. and Laurel Erickson 
Public Service Award 
Hani G. Melhem 

CE professor

Charles H. Scholer 
Faculty Award 

Julia A. Keen 
ARE/CNS assoc. professor

Frankenhoff Outstanding 
Research Award 
Mary E. Rezac 
CHE professor

Faculty awards and honors

2010 
STUDENT COMPETITION 

TEAM RESULTS

n   ARE team—1st place—ASHRAE 2010 
 Student Design Competition, HVAC 
 systems selection category

n   BAE robotics team—1st place—ASABE 
2010 Annual International Meeting, 

 Robotics Championship

n    BAE fountain wars team—2nd place—
 ASABE 2010 Annual International 
 Meeting, Fountain Wars Contest

n   CIS robotics team—2nd and 3rd placings 
—AAAI Conference on Artificial 

 Intelligence

n   Aero design team—1st in design; 17th 
overall—SAE Aero Design East; 3rd in 

 design; 3rd overall—SAE Aero Design West

n   Formula SAE team—7th in design (tied); 
28th overall—Formula SAE California 
Competition

n   Mini Baja team—15th in presentation; 
22nd overall static; 62nd overall—Baja 
SAE Western Washington Competition

n   Steel bridge team—1st in regionals; 
 23rd at nationals—2010 Mid-Continent  
 Student Conference
 
n   Concrete canoe team—7th in regionals 

—2010 Mid-Continent Student 
 Conference

n   ChemE-Car team—competed at regionals 
—AIChE Annual Meeting

BAE robotics team, left to right: Xu Wang; Wei Han; Daniel 
Bigham; Brenton Ware; Joseph Harner, BAE prof. and dept. head; 
Joseph Dvorak; Seth Perkins; Huiquan Zhang; and team adviser, 
Naiquian Zhang, BAE prof.

  ARE ASHRAE team, front row, left to right: Todd Kuno and Jared 
Palan; back row, left to right: Julia Keen and Fred Hasler, student 
branch advisers; student members not pictured: Matt Kolins, Joel 
Wheeler, Nicole Vogt and Zac Buckmiller

Areo design team, MNE students, left to right: Janessa Wedel, 
Chris James, Robert Reagan, Erik Hellmer, Kelly Jones and Joshua 
Goertz; far right, pilot, Billy Edwards; not pictured: John Elson, 
Amy Howell, Chris Johnston, Vishrut Patel, Greg Payne, Brian 
Anderson and team adviser, Terry Beck, MNE prof.



as an IT systems analyst.
 Bartak volunteers as the 

assistant state director for the 
Kansas Academic Decathlon, a 
high school competition, and is 

the finance adviser for the Al-
pha Chi Omega Gamma Zeta 
chapter. She served as a Young 
Alumnae Co-Chair for Mu 
Mu, the Kansas City Alumnae 
Chapter of Alpha Chi Omega, 
while still in Kansas City.  

She is currently pursuing a 
master’s degree  in electrical 
engineering.

ARE program receives 
national award 

K-State’s architectural 
engineering program has been 
selected as the 2010 recipient 
of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers’ Walter LeFevre 
Award, which recognizes 
outstanding actions in the pro-
motion of licensure, ethics and 
professionalism in the field.

It’s the first time the society 
has selected an architectural 
engineering program to receive 
the award, according to David 
Fritchen, professor and ARE/
CNS department head. He 
said the achievement brings 
significant national recognition 
to K-State and the College of 
Engineering.

“There are more than 
2,000 engineering programs 
at more than 500 colleges and 

in the host country to find a 
place to teach. 

Becoming energized will be 
one of the greatest benefits of 
the Fulbright award, Dissanay-
ake said. “Once in a while you 
need a change or a break— to 
go outside the regular routine, 
energize and come up with 
new ideas enriched by a dif-
ferent educational system than 
we have here,” she said.

Dissanayake is considering 
establishing a study abroad 
program for engineering 
students. The free education 
system in Sri Lanka means 
that financial responsibility 
would be limited to living and 
travel expenses. She also hopes 
to develop some collaborative 
research efforts between the 
two countries.

Alok Bhandari, professor 
and head of the department 
of civil engineering, said Dis-
sanayake is the department’s 
second Fulbright Scholar since 
2003.

“This award is a recognition 
of Dr. Dissanayake’s outstand-
ing research and outreach 
programs in the area of trans-
portation engineering,” he 
said. “As a Fulbright Scholar, 
she will serve as K-State’s 
ambassador in Sri Lanka while 
broadening her scholarly work 
to international road safety 
issues.”

The Fulbright Program 
is the flagship international 
educational exchange pro-
gram sponsored by the U.S. 
government and is designed to 
increase mutual understand-
ing between the people of the 
United States and the people 
of other countries. The U.S. 
scholar program sends ap-
proximately 1,100 American 
scholars and professionals per 
year to around 125 countries, 
where they lecture and/or con-
duct research in a wide variety 
of academic and professional 
fields.

New Faculty Institute.
He has a bachelor’s in civil 

engineering from Jawaharlal 
Nehru Tech University, and 
a master’s in environmental 
engineering and doctorate in 
civil engineering from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State 
University.

Bhandari is a registered pro-
fessional engineer in Minne-
sota. His many awards and rec-
ognitions include the National 
Science Foundation CAREER 
Award and the Excellence in 
Student Chapter Advising 
Award from the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. He 
was a Miller Faculty Fellow at 
Iowa State University and a Big 
12 Faculty Fellow.

“We are certainly pleased to 
welcome Dr. Bhandari back to 
K-State as department head,” 
English said. “His outstanding 
credentials and proven leader-
ship skills will serve both civil 
engineering and the college 
well.”

Bhandari replaces Yacoub 
Najjar, professor of civil engi-
neering, who has been serving 
as interim department head. 

—K-State Media Relations

Bartak named to 
development team

Amy Bartak has been named 
a development officer for the 
College of Engineering. She 
graduated from K-State in 
2005 with a bachelor’s degree 
in computer engineering. As a 
student, she served as president 
of Engineering Student Coun-
cil and was a member of Mor-
tar Board, Alpha Chi Omega, 
Engineering Ambassadors and 
McCain Ambassadors.

Before joining the K-State 
Foundation, Bartak was em-
ployed by YRC Worldwide in 
Overland Park as a senior pro-
cess analyst. Prior to that posi-
tion, she had been employed at 
Sprint Nextel, Overland Park, 

CE professor named 
Fulbright Scholar 

Sunanda Dissanayake, 
associate professor of civil 
engineering, has been named 
a Fulbright Scholar and will 

spend seven months in Sri 
Lanka. She will be teaching 
and assisting with curriculum 
enhancement at the University 
of Peradeniya. 

She also will conduct 
research on reducing highway 
fatalities and injuries in Sri 
Lanka. The issue is sizable in 
Sri Lanka, as in many other 
developing countries, be-
cause of the mix of vehicular, 
pedestrian and other traffic 
on roadways. Poor roadway 
design also contributes to nu-
merous fatalities and injuries. 
Dissanayake has conducted 
similar research on United 
States roadways for a number 
of years. 

“It’s much needed in Sri 
Lanka because of the rapid 
rate of motorization that hap-
pened without much plan-
ning,” she said. “They do not 
really do research related to 
highway safety.”

The Fulbright application 
process involved evaluation 
by the Fulbright Commission 
and an equivalent commis-
sion in Sri Lanka. Dissanayake 
submitted a research proposal 
and contacted a university 

who have attained the LEED, 
or Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design Accred-
ited Professional designation, 
from the U.S. Green Building 
Council; two structural en-
gineers who have the Struc-
tural Engineer designation for 
design of structures in seismic 
zones; and one of the only 
faculty members in the world 
to attain the High-Performance 
Building Design Certification 
from the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and Air-
Conditioning Engineers Inc. 

The ARE program also 
had to submit a subjective, 
narrative evaluation outlining 
the extent of its curriculum 
devoted to licensure, ethics and 
professionalism. The evaluation 
had to explain the activities 
undertaken by the department 
to promote these values.

Ethics and professional-
ism are taught and promoted 
across the curriculum in several 
classes, Fritchen said.

“Our faculty work as a team 
in promoting uniform profes-
sional and ethical standards 
in their classes to send a clear 
message to the students that 
these are very important quali-
ties of the engineering profes-
sion and that they directly 
impact their personal character 
and integrity,” he said. 

—K-State Media Relations

in environmental science and 
engineering.

Harner is a registered pro-
fessional engineer in Kansas 
and is active in numerous 
professional societies, includ-
ing the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers. He 
was named the society’s Mid 
Central Engineer of the Year in 
2009 and the Kansas Section 
Engineer of the Year. He also 
received the society’s Henry 

Giese Structures and Environ-
ment Award.

“Dr. Harner had certainly 
proven to be a capable leader 
during his time as interim 
head, and his qualities and 
credentials once again stood 
out in the national search 
for this position,” said John 
English, dean of the College 
of Engineering. “We could not 
be more pleased to have him 
as the permanent department 
head of biological and agricul-
tural engineering.”

Bhandari had been an as-
sociate professor of agricultural 
and biosystems engineering at 
Iowa State University, serving 
as focus area leader of the water 
and environmental steward-
ship engineering faculty and 
director of the water quality 
laboratory. From 1998 to 2007 
he was a civil engineering fac-
ulty member at K-State, where 
he also served as the founding 
coordinator of the university’s 

universities nationwide that 
could compete for this award,” 
Fritchen said. “It is a positive 
reflection on the quality of 
engineering education, high 
ethical standards and profes-
sionalism that K-State ARE 
graduates are known for.” 

The program had to meet 
several criteria to be eligible 
for the award. The society 
examined the percentage of the 
program’s graduates who took 
the Fundamentals of Engineer-
ing exam each year and the 
percentage of those graduates 
who passed the exam while 
enrolled in the program. The 
exam is one of two engineers 
must pass to earn the Profes-
sional Engineer certification.

“In 2009 we had 98 percent 
of our graduates take the 
Fundamentals of Engineering 
exam, with 88 percent passing, 
compared with the national 
architectural engineering pass 
rate average of about 70 per-
cent,” Fritchen said.

The society also looked at 
the number of professionally 
licensed faculty members cur-
rently in the program as part of 
the award criteria. All faculty 
who teach classes in architec-
tural engineering at K-State are 
licensed professional engineers, 
Fritchen said.

Several of these faculty also 
carry other professional creden-
tials, including four members 

Dissanayake came to 
K-State in 2002 and was pro-
moted to associate professor in 
2008. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Moratuwa in Sri Lanka, a mas-
ter’s from the Asian Institute 
of Technology in Thailand and 
a doctorate from the Univer-
sity of South Florida.

 —K-State Media Relations

College of Engineering 
announces new 

department heads
Joseph P. Harner III has 

been named head of the 
department of biological and 
agricultural engineering, and 
Alok Bhandari will head the 
department of civil engineering 
and be K-State’s inaugural Dr. 

Robert Snell Professor of Civil 
Engineering. 

Harner came to K-State in 
1983 with a 100 percent exten-
sion appointment in biological 
and agricultural engineering 
and responsibilities in pro-
gramming related to grain and 
livestock systems. He has been 
serving as the department’s 
interim head since February 
2009.

He has three degrees from 
the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, 
including both a bachelor’s 
and a master’s in agricultural 
engineering, and a doctorate 

Joseph P. Harner 

Alok Bhandari 

Sunanda Dissanayake 

11

Amy Bartak

10

NoteworthyNoteworthy

n  Feb. 8, 2011 — Engineering Career Fair

n  April 15–16, 2011 — Open House

n  April 30, 2011 — Seaton Society Celebration

n  May 14, 2011 — Spring Commencement

CalendarCollege of Engineering



characteristics in leadership, professional-
ism and potential in the field.

John H. Lindau (ME) died June 7, 
2010, in Colorado Springs, Colo. He had 
worked for Stratford Engineering Corp. 
from 1952–1979, and served as a con-
sultant to various engineering companies 
prior to retiring in 1984. He is survived by 
two children, two grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

Benjamin R. Ruberson (EE) died June 
17, 2010, in Independence, Kan. He had 
worked for Arco from 1954 to 1985. He is 
survived by his wife, Elinor, three children 
and six grandchildren.

Eugene A. Weir (ARE), Midlothian, 
Va., died April 25, 2010. He was a 
corporate architect and retired from the 
Ethyl Corp. as director of corporate real 
estate. He is survived by his wife, Nancy, 
three children, four grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

Stephen D. Webb (CE), Fort Myers, 
Fla., died Feb. 17, 2010. He worked as a 
civil engineer for 31 years, most recently as 
vice president of transportation for Kitson 
Babcock LLC. He is survived by his wife, 
Jean (KSU ‘79), three children, one grand-
child, his parents and a brother.

N.K. Anand (ME) was recently ap-
pointed executive associate dean of the 
Dwight Look College of Engineering at 
Texas A&M University. He also serves 
as associate agency director for the Texas 
Engineering Experiment Station.

Vicki Scharnhorst (CE) has joined Ken-
nedy/Jenks Consultants as manager of the 
firm’s Denver region. She currently chairs 
the K-State Civil Engineering Advisory 
Committee; is a registered professional en-
gineer in Colorado, Nevada, Michigan and 
Missouri; is a certified LEED-Accredited 
Professional; and is a State Water Right 
Surveyor in Nevada.

Thomas Trabue (ARE), P.E., LEED, 
of Trabue, Hansen & Hinshaw Inc., saw 
this 35-employee civil/structural engineer-
ing firm in Columbia, Mo., named 2010 
Small Business of the Year by the Colum-
bia Chamber of Commerce. Trabue was 
also named Ambassador of the Year by the 
Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors.

Hilary Steinert (EE) was recently 
promoted to manager, SCADA, support-
ing liquids and gas pipeline control centers 
at Enterprise Products Partners, L.P. in 
Houston, Texas.

Sheila J. Hayter (ME), P.E., Fellow 
ASHRAE, senior research supervisor, U.S. 
Department of Energy National Renew-
able Energy Laboratory, Golden, Colo., 
was installed for a second term as vice 
president of the American Society of Heat-
ing, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning 
Engineers.

Anita Ranhotra (IMSE, MEM ‘01), 
supply chain quality manager—systems 
strategy and execution at Hallmark Cards, 
has been named recipient of the 2010 
Outstanding Young IE - Business/Industry 
Award, given in recognition of engineering 
contributions in the application, design, 
research or development of IE methods. 
It also recognizes individuals in business 
or industry who have shown outstanding 

Bob Thorn (CE), in recognition of his 
nearly 60 years of service on the Shawnee 
County Health Agency governing board, 
is a co-honoree of having the agency’s 
newest community health clinic in Topeka 
named for him—the Greggory J. Van 
Sickle-Robert Thorn Health Clinic. Thorn 
is an engineer with Finney and Turnipseed 
Consulting Engineers.

James F. Goddard (BCON) has been 
recognized as Alumni in Higher Education 
by the University of Florida, M.E. Rinker, 
Sr. School of Building Construction, from 
which he earned his M.S. in building 
construction in 1972. He is professor and 
program coordinator for the construc-
tion science and management program at 
K-State.

Daylon Edmisten (EE), C.E.M., has 
retired from civil service with the U.S. Air 
Force at Whiteman AFB, Mo., home of 
the B-2 bomber, where he has worked the 
past 25 years as a design engineer, utility 
engineer, project manager and finally as 
an energy manager for the civil engineer 
squadron at the base.

Dan Eklund (EE) has completed 24 
years at San Diego Gas & Electric and is 
currently designing substation SCADA 
systems. 

Ernest Straub (CNS), president of Straub 
Construction Company, now celebrating 
its 90th anniversary, recently received three 
Capstone Awards for building projects that 
enhanced the Kansas City metropolitan 
area. The Capstone Awards have been 
presented for the past five years and work 
done by the Straub Company has been 
recognized for the past four years. The com-
pany was also presented with an Excellence 
in Construction award by the Associated 
Builders and Contractors, Inc., this year. 
K-State graduate Parker Young, Jr. (CNS 
’94) is executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of the company.
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Wanted: Your Updates
 We are interested in following the career 
paths and accomplishments of our alumni, 
focusing on promotions, advancements, 
awards and honors, job changes and of 
course, retirements, as well as death notices.
 Please send your information in these 
categories to—

    Impact Editor
    Engineering Communications
    Kansas State University
    133 Ward Hall
    Manhattan, KS 66506

E-mail:  impact@engg.ksu.edu

 1980

 1982

 1944

 1950

 1978
 1988         

 1990         

 1971

 1994

interview with for a permanent position, but I kept comparing 
every one to Exxon, and ultimately I concluded I would not find 
a match to the quality of people and opportunities I had seen, 
even in a remote place like Andrews, Texas.”  
 He began his career with the company in Kingsville, Texas, as 
a production engineer for Exxon’s lease on the King Ranch in 
South Texas. 
 “This was a time of intense development activity in that area, 
and everything I had seen the prior summer was multiplied by 
10 in terms of pace and challenge,” Kirchhoff said. “I never really 
looked back to reconsider my decision to join Exxon, as every 
few years a new opportunity arose, either new technical posi-
tions, or supervisory and leadership roles, and ultimately the 
opportunity to work in an overseas assignment.”   
 The decision to move around the world to a completely differ-
ent culture in Malaysia was a big step for the Kirchhoff family. 
But in 1994, he became engineering manager to Esso Production 
Malaysia, Inc.
 “It was an incredible experience, as once again the scale of the 
business jumped by an order of magnitude. However, the people 
were the same top caliber I had grown to expect, and our family 
experienced life as ‘expats’ in a very positive setting,” he said.  
 After Malaysia, Kirchhoff made his 
first move from the technical and op-
erations world to the commercial side 
of the business. In 2001, he moved his 
family to London, where he assumed 
responsibility for natural gas market-
ing in ExxonMobil’s joint ventures in 
Europe, including Ruhrgas, Gasunie 
and BEB.
 “The job in London gave me a 
chance to expand my views of the 
world and participate in some large-scale deal making,” he said. 
“And living as an expat in London was not all bad either, al-
though I’m not sure my bank account will ever recover from the 
antique shopping my wife found time to do.”
 In 2004, Kirchhoff moved back to the United States as plan-
ning manager for ExxonMobil Development Company. In 
2007, he began his current position as vice president-Americas, 
ExxonMobil Gas and Power Marketing, where he leads a team 
that manages sales and purchases of the company’s natural gas 
and natural gas liquids production streams in the U.S., Canada 
and South America.
 “My role is to help set the vision and direction for the team 
and to be a liaison at the senior levels with our customers and 
industry partners,” Kirchhoff said. In this capacity, he also serves 
as the company’s representative on the board of the Natural Gas 
Supply Association, a trade association for the industry focused 
on policy activity in Washington, D.C. He is also a member of 
the Natural Gas Council.

Formative influences
 Both Harms and Kirchhoff credit the influence of their  
K-State educational experience, as well as their personal life phi-

losophies, with serving them well in their successful career paths.
 “The training of my engineering education in how to think 
and solve problems was very important,” Harms said. “Growing 
up in Kansas, you develop a strong work ethic which is needed in 
the corporate world. Building friendships and knowing how to 
work with people is another skill that is honed at the university.  
 “And certainly, work life balance is something to make sure 
you always keep in mind. Others depend upon you for compan-
ionship and you yourself need downtime to keep it all in per-
spective. Sometimes this can be hard to manage and sometimes 
it’s a strain, but believe me, its important.”
 Kirchhoff credits K-State with expanding his horizons on all 
levels—from academic challenges to learning about life on a 
campus 50 times larger than his high school.  
 “I learned to assimilate the fundamentals I was hearing in class 
and take those further through applications in labs and extracur-
ricular projects,” he said. “That process has been repeated dozens 
of times over the course of my career and personal life as we’ve 
moved from job to job, and country to country. At K-State, that 
process seemed to happen very naturally and with a lot of fun 
along the way.  
 “Being raised on a farm, with the strong ethical background 

that comes from growing up in a 
Christian community, and the work 
ethic that’s also required, was surpris-
ingly good training for a career with a 
major oil and gas company. I find a lot 
of the commodity business funda-
mentals I learned through osmosis in 
working around cattle and grains apply 
every day in what I do—we just work 
on a different scale.”

Advice for today’s engineering graduates
 “As an engineer, I really think you need to be grounded in 
some type of technical discipline and/or skills that you can use to 
build on throughout your career,” said Harms. “In our company, 
we have the choice of the technical or managerial career ladder. 
Either is rewarding and works for different people. As time goes 
by, you learn many things, and this experience and knowledge 
must be shared with others. That sharing, in turn, provides good 
opportunities for you to learn new skills and feel good about 
yourself and your accomplishments.”
 For Kirchhoff, it’s about knowing how to adapt. “Be flex-
ible in describing what you think you will want to spend your 
life doing as an engineer, and be open to learn about how the 
world works,” he said. “But be absolutely inflexible in defining 
the core values that are important to you in life and living those 
out as you go forward. Constantly look for those fundamentals, 
whether doing detailed technical work or involved in less tan-
gible pursuits—you will be able to find them, maybe just not in 
the places you thought.” 

continued from page 5

Engineering education sparks global career paths

—by Mary Rankin

 “Be flexible in describing 
what you think you will 
want to spend your life 

doing as an engineer . . .”



 
Engineering, is director of the Electrical Power Affiliate Program, 
and Gruenbacher is the head of the electrical and computer engi-
neering department. Soldan, Schulz and Gruenbacher will spend 
the school year gathering a test group of 10 to 12 current students 
who are veterans and can help develop ideas and provide feedback. 
The professors plan to have a formal program in place by the begin-

ning of the 2011–2012 
school year.
   Although the profes-
sors are using the electrical 
engineering energy systems 
area as a starting point, they 
would eventually like to 
expand the program to other 
academic areas, including 
business, economics and 
foreign languages.
   “This project is another 
compelling opportunity 
for K-State to employ its 
military-inclusive approach 
to ensuring success for our 
current and future military 
and veteran students,” said 

retired Army Lt. Col. Art De-
Groat, director of military af-

fairs at K-State. “The effort that our engineering faculty are making 
should well achieve its goals—and more important, provide needed 
insights on the national level on how best to help military veterans 
transition to other lucrative forms of professional service.”

 —K-State Media Relations

College of Engineering
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many veterans have specialized experience in those areas. Soldan 
said military veterans entering the engineering work force will help 
address shortages that are forecasted because of retiring engineers.
 “One of the things we’re trying to do is better understand the 
existing knowledge level of these veterans because they have been 
working in technol-
ogy in relevant opera-
tional contexts,” Soldan 
said. “Developing and 
implementing a tailored 
curriculum that recog-
nizes their knowledge and 
experience can serve as a 
powerful enabler in grow-
ing this professional work 
force, as well as provide 
excellent career opportu-
nities for former military 
members.”
 The program will also 
provide military veterans 
with paid internships 
through the K-State 
Electrical Power Affiliate 
Program, which allows 
electrical power industries to support engineering students in 
electric power and energy systems. General Dynamics and several 
affiliates of the program, including Burns & McDonnell, Westar 
Energy and Omaha Public Power District, have already written 
letters of support for beginning the military project at K-State.
 Schulz, K-State’s Paslay Professor of Electrical and Computer 

Defense to Degree program 

Defense to Degree program participant and U.S. Navy veteran, Josh Ogle, 
left, consults with David Soldan, ECE professor.

continued from page 8


